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Italian textile machinery: Orders
still declining in 2024 Q2

MUMABI, AUG. 07—
In the second quarter of 2024, the order index for Italian

textile machinery, as reported by the Economics Department of
ACIMIT – the Association of Italian Textile Machinery
Manufacturers, showed a decline compared to the period 2023 April-
June (-17%). In value terms, the index stood at 49.8 points (base
2021=100).

This result is completely due to the decrease recorded in
foreign markets (-22%), where orders represent 86% of the total.
Conversely, in Italy, there was a 25% recovery compared to the
second quarter of 2023. The absolute value of the index in foreign
markets was 48.8 points, while in Italy it was 57.3 points. In the
second quarter, the order backlog reached 4.3 months of assured
production. Additionally, ACIMIT’s survey shows that in the first
six months of 2024 the utilization rate of production capacity by
Italian manufacturers was 61%. This percentage is expected to rise
to 64% in the second half of the year.

Marco Salvadè, president of ACIMIT, stated: “The order index
for the second quarter shows a clear slowdown abroad compared to
last year. This decline highlights the high uncertainty due to the
difficult geopolitical situation“. The confirmation of what is
indicated by the ACIMIT index also comes from Italian export
figures, updated to the first quarter of 2024. Excluding China and
Egypt, the main foreign markets show a general decline in demand
for textile machinery, not just Italian one.
ITALIAN TEXTILE
TECHNOLOGY AT CAITME 2024

Meanwhile, at the upcoming edition of CAITME, to be held

in Tashkent, Uzbekistan from September 11 to September 14, 2024,
16 Italian textile machinery manufacturers will exhibit in the
common area set up by the Italian Trade Agency and ACIMIT.

All these companies are ACIMIT’s associated members:
Bonino, Brazzoli, Carù, Erhardt+Leimer, Guarneri Technology,
Ima, Laip. Lgl, Martex, Mei, Mesdan, Pinter Caipo Italia, Pugi
Group, Sicam, Stalam, Ugolini.

Uzbekistan is one of the largest producers and exporters of
cotton and its textile industry is a relevant driver for the national
economy. Thanks to the raw material’s availability and low
production costs the business conditions are favourable for the
development of the local industry. The upgrading of installed
equipment is considered a step to achieve this goal.

Italian textile technology is well known by the Uzbek textile
companies. In 2023, Italian sales in Uzbekistan amounted to 21
million euro. Among the Italian machines most in demand by Uzbek
textile companies are weaving machines (32% of total 2023 Italian
exports), followed by finishing machines (30%), spinning machines
(17%), knitting machines (14%) and accessories (7%). At CAITME
Italian exhibitors will show the most advanced technology applied
to the textile sector, offering proper solutions in terms of efficiency,
costs saving and sustainability.


